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north we got, the colder it became. The autumn rains were
succeeded by a fall of feathery winter snow. October had
only just begun. More and more frequently we passed
fishing vessels, hauling caravans of lighters and barges
with fish and people. They were fishers and hunters after
the sea animals, walruses, seals and belugas, returning from
their travels. The steamship Krasnoyarsk} Rabochj was also
returning from the northern winter, carrying workers in
the scientific expeditions in the Arctic, and those who had
been withdrawn from winter quarters in Dickson Island
Pasinsky Strait., Gape Loskin and elsewhere.

The Tan Rudzutak was making Its last journey to the
North. There was a danger that if it was at all belated It
would have to spend the winter somewhere en route.

Together with the falling snow came cold northern winds.
Our steamship made Its way forward with difficulty, beyond
the Polar circle. Its paddle wheels were covered with ice,
the water was thickened by snow, or, as they say, the river
was putting on Its winter jacket.

Our road lay to the north. . . .
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